
Welcome 5th Grade Families!

Transition to 
Inver Grove Heights Middle School



Introductions...
Jodi Wendel Principal

Jason Voss Assistant Principal

Jesse Hannes Behavior Administrator 

Courtney Norman Student Success Coach

Jennell Garten Counselor A-K

Jess Maloney Counselor L-Z

Kaela Delmont Social Worker

Ellen De Grand Lead Special Education Teacher 



Our Values  (same as the elementary)

Spartan Strong - Within 

Spartan Strong - Together 

Spartan Strong - Spaces

* We teach what this looks like and sounds like in all areas of our school. 





Middle School is...
bridge between elementary, high school & beyond

New opportunities - classes, sports, activities

New classmates (one class of 20-30 to classes of 25-35)

Teachers specialize in content & working with adolescents

Spend time getting to know our students

Develop and change friendships



What does it mean to be in middle school?
Focus Areas:
● Social Emotional Development
● Core Life Skills (communicate, problem-solve, collaborate, persevere, build relationships, 

advocate, goal-setting)

● Career & College Readiness (interest inventory, learning style inventory, GPA, 
career exploration)

● Academics



IGHMS Academic Goals
● Equity and rigor for all students
● Opening pathways for students to push themselves academically no 

matter their academic level 
○ Prepares students to choose advanced, AP and concurrent enrollment courses in high school



What is Advanced Coursework?

● Involves learning that is tailored to students.
● Provides instruction options at both standard and advanced levels.
● Instruction is provided in different formats

○ including large group, differentiated small group, and individual or 
independent learning

● All students can engage in differentiated learning, projects, and 
assignments.



We are an AVID National Demonstration school…
What does that mean?

● WICOR - Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, Reading
● Teachers trained in best practice - higher level thinking, higher level of 

questions, critical reading 
● Consistency among all classrooms
● Binder system - required for all students (organization, learning tool)
● AVID Elective class - 

○ 7th & 8th grade only - Student interest is a must!



IGHMS Grade 6th - 8th  Course Sequence
 (Class of 2031)



Academics
How do we determine correct pathway?

Data from 4th & 5th grade

MCA Reading, Math, Science (Spring)

FastBridge - Reading & Math  (Fall, Winter & Spring)

95th percentile - math acceleration 
95th percentile - possible grade level subject acceleration
 
*6th grade - First real exposure to consistent 

writing, science and history instruction



                Gifted Services at IGHMS
Rachel McLaughlin  

 

https://p1cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20241558/File/Gifted%20Services/IGHMS%20Gifted%20Services%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://p1cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20241558/File/Gifted%20Services/IGHMS%20Gifted%20Services%20One%20Pager.pdf
https://p1cdn4static.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_20241558/File/Gifted%20Services/IGHMS%20Gifted%20Services%20One%20Pager.pdf


How do we compare to other districts?







Some general information about 6th Grade
● Around 285 students next year in 6th grade

● Split randomly into 2 different teams 

○ Upper & Lower 6th grade areas with locker bays (backpacks)

● 5 classrooms in each team area 

● Advisor teacher will be one of their classroom teachers



Bell Schedule  - 8:30 - 3:20   Students allowed into building at 8:10  

Breakfast in the cafeteria   8:10 - 8:25

    



Activities/Sports - Get involved
● Sports - vary by season (individual sports only - wrestling, swim & dive, gymnastics, golf, & track)

● Activities - Theater & Community Education classes

● Students for Change  (Formerly known as Student Council)

● Targeted Services -  when available



Transition to middle school
● 5th grade tours at IGHMS - each elementary will come over in May

● Orientation Day - August 21, 2024

● Family Connections - Tuesday, September 3th

● 1st Day of school - Wednesday, September 4th (6th graders only)

○ WEB (Where Everyone Belongs) - 8th grade student leaders support our 6th graders 
throughout the school year - small groups.

● 1st Day of school - Thursday, September 5th (7th & 8th graders)



Communication between school and home
● Student-Led Conferences - Fall & Winter (set with advisory teacher)

○ In person or via Zoom 

● Infinite Campus -  schedule, end of trimester grades, attendance, 
● Schoology - primary way teachers give and grade assignments, best way 

for families to see current and past work 
● Daily Announcements - sign up in August 
● Social Media - Instagram (IGHMS_Spartans)
● Schedules available on Orientation day in August 



Quick Reminder
● Music Choice Form for 2024-25 School year

○ If you have not filled this out yet, please do so and have your child 
return it to their 5th grade teacher by February 10.

○ Band & Choir are a full year commitment! We cannot allow mid-year 
changes!



We look forward to 
welcoming your child to our 
middle school community!


